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Samuel Langhorne Clemens (Mark Twain), 
the greatest living humorist, was bom in 
Florida, Mo., November 30, 1835, and edu- 
cated in the public schools of Hannibal, Mo., 
where the family moved soon after his birth. 
Apprenticed to a printer at the age of thirteen, 
his first attempt at writing was as assistant 
editor of the Hannibal Courier. His adventur- 
ous ambition soon outgrew the frontier town of 
his boyhood, and when about eighteen years 
old, he set out on the famous wanderings that 
were to make him a distinguished citizen of the 
world. At this time he journeyed to New York, 
Philadelphia, Cincinnati, and St. Louis, in each 
city working for a while at his trade as a 
printer. Roving westward again in 1857, he 
became a licensed pilot on the Mississippi river, 
following this arduous occupation for three 
years and, unconsciously, perhaps, storing up 
the rich material used years afterwards in the 
very successful book, ' * Life on the Mississippi.** 
The experience as a pilot undoubtedly suggested 
his famous nom de plume '^ Mark Twain,** this 
being the leadsman*s call for two fathoms. 



At the outbreak of the war he served a few 
weeks in the Confederate army under General 
Harris, and upon resigning, he explained that 
he had become ^< incapacitated by fatigue caused 
by persistent retreating." 

His next important efforts were in 1861 as 
territorial secretary of Nevada, and in 1862 as 
editor of the Virginia City (Nev.) Enterprise, 
where he remained two years, resigning to 
accept a position on the San Francisco Morning 
Call. In 1865 he engaged for a time in mining 
in California. 

Mark Twain scored his first considerable 
success in a series of brilliant letters written 
during a visit to the Hawaiian Islands in 1866. 
These letters, later incorporated in " Roughing 
It," were so favorably received that on his 
return he lectured with marked success in Cali- 
fornia, Nevada, and Eastern states. The pas- 
sion for travel spurring him on, in 1867, with 
a party, he visited France, Italy, and Palestine, 
and published «* Innocents Abroad," an account 
of the trip, which at once gained for him an 
international reputation which has never waned. 
In 1870 he married Miss Langdon of Elmira, 
N. Y. , and assumed the editorship of the Buffalo 
Express, of which he was part proprietor. 
Soon after he retired from journalism to devote 
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In the appendix to Crocker's BoswelFs 
Johnson^ one finds this anecdote : 

Gate's Soliloquy. — One day Mrs. Gastrel set 
a little girl to repeat to him (Doctor Samuel 
Johnson) Cato's Soliloquy, which she went 
through very correctly. 

The Doctor, after a pause, asked the child — 

"What was to bring Cato to an end?" 

She said it was a knife. 

"No, my dear, it was not so." 

**^My aunt Polly said it was a knife." 

" Why, Aunt Polly's knife may do, but it was 
a dagger my dear." 

He then asked her the meaning of "bane and 
antidote," which she was unable to give. Mrs. 
Gastrel said — 

" You cannot expect so young a child to know 
the meaning of such words." 

He then said — 

"My dear, how many pence are there in six- 
pence f " 

"I cannot tell, sir," was the half-terrified reply. 
On this, addressing himself to Mrs. Gastrel, he 
said — 

"Now, my dear lady, can anything be more 
ridiculous than to teach a child Cato's Soliloquy, 
who doos not know how many pence there are in 
sixpence?" 
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In a lecture before the Royal Geographi- 
cal Society, Professor Ravenstein quoted 
the following list of frantic questions, and 
said that they had been asked in an exam- 
ination : 

Mention all the names of places in the world 
derived from Julius Caesar or Augustus Caesar. 

Where are the following rivers : Pisuerga, Sa- 
karia, Guadalete, Jalon. Mulde? 

All you know of the following: Machacha, 
Pilmo, Schebulos, Crivoscia, Basecs, Mancikert^ 
Tazhen, Citeaux, Meloria, Zutphen. 

The highest peake of the Earakorum range. 

The number of universities in Prussia. 

Why are the tops of mountains continually 
covered with snow (sic) f 

Name the length and breadth of the streams 
of lava which issued from the Skaptar Jokul in 
the eruption of 1783. 

That list would oversize nearly any- 
body's geographical knowledge. Isn't it 
reasonably possible that in our schools 
many of the questions in all studies are 
several miles ahead of where the pupil is ? 
— that he is set to struggle with things 
that are ludicrously beyond his present 
reach, hopelessly beyond his present 
strength? This remark in passing, and 
by way of text; now I come to what I 
was going to say. 
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I have just now fallen upon a darling 
literary curiosity. It is a little book, a 
manuscript compilation, and the compiler 
sent it to me with the request that I say 
whether I think it ought to be published 
or not. I said, Yes ; but as I slowly grow 
wise, I briskly grow cautious; and so, now 
that the publication is imminent, it has 
seemed to me that I should feel more com- 
fortable if I could divide up this respon- 
sibility with the public by adding them to 
the court. Therefore I will print some 
extracts from the book, in the hope that 
they may make converts to my judgment 
that the volume has merit which entitles 
it to publication. 

As to its character: Every one has 
sampled "English as She is Spoke," and 
"English as She is Wrote"; this little vol- 
ume furnishes us an instructive array of 
examples of "English as She is Taught" — 
in the public schools of — well, this country. 
The collection is made by a teacher in those 
schools, and all the examples in it are gen- 
uine; none of them have been tampered 
with, or doctored in any way. From time 
to time, during several years, whenever a 
pupil has delivered himself of anything 
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peculiarly quaint or toothsome in the 
course of his recitations, this teacher and 
her associates have privately set this thing 
down in a memorandum-book, strictly fol- 
lowing the original as to grammar, con- 
struction, spelling, and all ; and the result 
is this literary curiosity. 

The contents of the book consist mainly 
of answers given by the boys and girls to 
questions, said answers being given some- 
times verbally, sometimes in writing. The 
subjects touched upon are fifteen in num- 
ber: I. Etymology; II. Grammar; IIL 
Mathematics; IV. Greography; V. "Orig- 
inal"; VI. Analysis; VII. History; VIU. 
"Intellectual''; IX. Philosophy; X. Phys- 
iology; XI. Astronomy; XII. Politics; 
Xni. Music; XIV. Oratory; XV. Meta- 
physics. 

You perceive that the poor little young 
idea has taken a shoot at a good many 
kinds of game in the course of the book. 
Now as to results. Here are some quaint 
definitions of words. It will be noticed 
that in all of these instances the sound of 
the word, or the look of it on paper, has 
misled the child : 

Aborigines^ a system of mountains. 
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AHaSy a good man in the Bible. 

Amenable^ anything that is mean. 

Assiduity^ state of being an acid. 

Auriferous^ pertaining to an orifice. 

Ammonia^ the food of the gods. 

Capillary^ a little caterpillar. 

Corniferous^ rocks in which fossil corn is found. 

JEmolumenty a headstone to a grave. 

Equestrian^ one who asks questions. 

Eucharist^ one who plays uchre. 

Franchise^ anything belonging to the French. 

Idolater^ a very idol person. 

Ipecac^ a man who likes a good dinner. 

Irrigate^ to make fun of. 

Mendacious^ what can be mended. 

Mercenary^ one who feels for another. 

Parasite^ a kind of umbrella. 

Parasite^ the murder of an infant. 

Publican^ a man who does his prayers in public. 

Tenacious^ ten acres of land. 

Here is one where the phrase " publicans 
and sinners" has got mixed up in the 
child's mind with politics, and the result is 
a definition which takes one in a sudden 
and unexpected way : 

Republican^ a sinner mentioned in the Bible. 

Also in Democratic newspapers now and 
then. Here are two where the mistake 
has resulted from sound assisted by remote 
fact: 
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Plagiarist^ a writer of plays. 
Demagogue^ a vessel containing beer and other 
liquids. 

I cannot quite make out what it was 
that misled the pupil in the following in- 
stances ; it would not seem to have been 
the sound of the word, nor the look of it 

in print : 

Asphyxia^ a grumbling, fussy temper. 

Quarternions^ a bird with a flat beak and no 
bill, living in New Zealand. 

Quarterniona^ the name given to a style of art 
practiced by the Phoenicians. 

Quarternions, a religious convention held every 
hundred years. 

Sibilant, the state of being idiotic. 

Crosier, a staff carried by the Deity. 

In the following sentences the pupiFs 
ear has been deceiving him again : 

The marriage was illegible. 
He was totally dismasted with the whole per- 
formance. 

He enjoys riding on a philosopher. 
She was very quick at repertoire. 
He prayed for the waters to subsidize. 
The leopard is watching his sheep. 
They had a strawberry vestibule. 

Here is one which — , well now, how often 
we do slam right into the truth without 
ever suspecting it : 
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The men employed by the Gas Company go 
round and speculate the meter. 

Indeed they do, dear 5 and when you 
grow up, many and many's the time you 
will notice it in the gas bill. In the fol- 
lowing sentences the little people have 
some information to convey, every time ; 
but in my case they failed to connect ; the 
light always went out on the keystone 
word: 

The coercion of some things is remarkable, as 
bread and molasses. 

Her hat is contiguous because she wears it on 
one side. 

He preached to an egregious congregation. 

The captain eliminated a bullet through the 
man's heart. 

Tou should take caution and be precarious. 

The supercilious girl acted with vicissitude 
when the perennial time came. 

That last is a curiously plausible sen- 
tence ; one seems to know what it means, 
and yet he knows all the time that he 
doesn't. Here is an odd (but entirely 
proper) use of a word, and a most sudden 
descent from a lofty philosophical altitude 
to a very practical and homely illustra- 
tion : 
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We should endeavor to avoid extremes — like 
those of wasps and bees. 

And here — with " zoological " and " geo- 
logical" in his mind, but not ready to his 
tongue — the small scholar has innocently 
gone and let out a couple of secrets which 
ought never to have been divulged in any 
circumstances : 

There are a good many donkeys in theological 
gardens. 

Some of the best fossils are found in the theo- 
logical cabinets. 

Under the head of " Grammar " the little 
scholars furnish the following information : 

Qender is the distinguishing nouns without re- 
gard to sex. 

A verb is something to eat. 

Adverbs should always be used as adjectives 
and adjectives as adverbs. 

Every sentence and name of God must begin 
with a caterpillar. 

" Caterpillar " is well enough, but capital 
letter would have been stricter. The fol- 
lowing is a brave attempt at a solution, 
but it failed to liquify : 

When they are going to say some prose or 
poetry before they say the poetry or prose they 
must put a semicolon just after the introduction 
of the prose or poetry. 
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The chapter on "Mathematics" is full 
of fruit. From it I take a few samples — 
mainly in an unripe state : 

A straight line is any distance between two 
places. 

Parallel lines are lines that can never meet until 
they ran together. 

A circle is a round straight line with a hole in 
the middle. 

Things which are equal to each other are equal 
to anything else. 

To find the number of square feet in a room 
you multiply the room by the number of the feet. 
The product is the result. 

Right you are. In the matter of geog- 
raphy this little book is unspeakably rich. 
The questions do not appear to have applied 
the microscope to the subject, as did those 
quoted by Professor Kavenstein ; still, they 
proved plenty difficult enough without 
that. These pupils did not hunt with a 
microscope, they hunted with a shot-gun ; 
this is shown by the crippled condition of 
the game they brought in : 

America is divided into the Passiffic slope and 
the Mississippi valey. 

North America is separated by Spain. 

America consists from north to south about five 
hundred miles. 
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sorrow, the young deer made imperfect wh« 
worked hard filtered in sight. 

I see, now, that I never understood that 
poem before. I have had glimpses of its 
meaning, in moments when I was not as 
ignorant with weariness as usual, but this 
is the first time the whole spacious idea of 
it ever filtered in sight. If I were a public 
school pupil I would put those other studies 
aside and stick to analysis ; for, after aU^ it 
is the thing to spread your mind. 

We come now to historical matters, his- 
torical remains, one might say. As one 
turns the pages, he is impressed with the 
depth to which one date has been driven 
into the American child's head — 1492. 
The date is there, and it is there to stay. 
And it is always at hand, always deliver- 
able at a moment's notice. But the Pact 
that belongs with it ? That is quite an- 
other matter. Only the date itself is 
familiar and sure : its vast Fact has failed 
of lodgment. It would appear that when- 
ever you ask a public-school pupil when a 
thing — anything, no matter what — hap- 
pened, and he is in doubt, he always rips 
out his 1492. He applies it to everything, 
from the landing of the ark to the intro- 
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duction of the horse-car. Well, after all, 
it is our first date, and so it is right enough 
to honor it, and pay the public schools to 
teach our children to honor it : 

George Washington was bom in 1492. 

Washington wrote the Declareation of Inde- 
pendence in 1492. 

St. Bartholemew was massacred in 1492. 

The Brittains were the Saxons who entered 
England in 1492 under Julius Caesar. 

The earth is 1492 miles in circumference. 

To proceed with " History '' : 

Christopher Columbus was called the father of 
his Country. 

Queen Isabella of Spain sold her watch and 
chain and other millinery so that Columbus could 
discover America. 

The Indian wars were very desecrating to the 
country. 

The Indians pursued their warfare by hiding in 
the bushes and then scalping them. 

Captain John Smith has been styled the father 
of his country. His life was saved by his daughter 
Pochahantas. 

The Puritans found an insane asylum in the 
wilds of America. 

The Stamp Act was to make everybody stamp 
all materials so they should be null and void. 

Washington died in Spain almost broken- 
hearted. His remains were taken to the cathedral 
in Havana. 



20 ENGLISH AS SHE IS TAUGHT. 

Gorilla warfare was where men rode on gorillas. 

John Brown was a very good insane man who 
tried to get fugitives slaves into Virginia. He 
captured all the inhabitants, but was finally con- 
quered and condemned to his death. The Con- 
federacy was formed by the fugitive slaves. 

Alfred the Great reigned 872 years. He was 
distinguished for letting some buckwheat cakes 
burn, and the lady scolded him. 

Henry Eight was famous for being a great 
widower haveing lost several wives. 

Lady Jane Gray studied Greek and Latin and 
was beheaded after a few days. 

John Bright is noted for an incurable disease. 

Lord James Gordon Bennett instigated the 
Gordon Riots. 

The Middle Ages come in between antiquity 
and prosterity. 

Luther introduced Christianity into England a 
good many thousand years ago. His birthday 
was November 1883. He was once a Pope. He 
lived at the time of the Rebellion of Worms. 

Julius Caesar is noted for his famous telegram 
dispatch, I came I saw I conquered. 

Julius Caesar was really a very great man. He 
was a very great soldier and wrote a book for 
beginners in the Latin. 

Cleopatra was caused by the death of an asp 
which she dissolved in a wine cup. 

The only form of government in Greece was a 
limited monkey. 

The Persian war lasted over 500 years. 

Greece had only 7 wise men. 
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Socrates destroyed some statues and had 

to drink Shamrock. 

Here is a fact correctly stated ; and yet 
it is phrased with such ingenious infelicity 
that it can be depended upon to convey 
misinformation every time it is uncarefully 
read: 

By the Salic law no woman or descendant of a 
woman could occupy the throne. 

To show how far a child can travel in 
history with judicious and diligent boost- 
ing in the public school, we select the fol- 
lowing mosaic : 

Abraham Lincoln was born in Wales in 1599. 

In the chapter headed " Intellectual '* I 
find a great number of most interesting 
statements. A sample or two may be 
found not amiss : 

Bracebridge Hall was written by Henry Irving. 

Snow Bound was written by Peter Cooper. 

The House of the Seven Gables was written by 
Lord Bryant. 

Edgar A. Poe was a very curdling writer. 

Cotton Mather was a writer who invented the 
cotton gin and wrote histories. 

Beowulf wrote the Scriptures. 

Ben Johnson survived Shakespeare in some 
respects. 
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In the Canterbury Tale it gives account of 
King Alfred on his way to the shrine of Thomas 
Bucket. 

Chaucer was the father of English pottery. 

Chaucer was a bland verse written of the third 
century, 

Chaucer was succeeded by H. Wads. Long- 
fellow, an American writer. His writings were 
chiefly prose and nearly one hundred years elapsed. 

Shakspere translated the Scriptures and it was 
called St. James because he did it. 

In the middle of the chapter I find many 
pages of information concerning Shaks- 
pere's plays, Milton's works, and those of 
Bacon, Addison, Samuel Johnson, Fielding, 
Richardson, Sterne, Smollett, De Foe, 
Locke, Pope, Swift, Goldsmith, Burns, 
Cowper, Wordsworth, Gibbon, Byron, Col- 
eridge, Hood, Scott, Macaulay, George 
Eliot, Dickens, Bulwer, Thackery, Brown- 
ing, Mrs. Browning, Tennyson, and Dis- 
raeli, — a fact which shows that into the 
restricted stomach of the public-school 
pupil is shoveled every year the blood, 
bone, and viscera of a gigantic literature, 
and the same is there digested and disposed 
of in a most successful and characteristic 
and gratifying public-school way. I have 
space but for a trifling few of the results : 
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Lord Byron was the son of an heiress and a 
dronken man. 

Wm. Wadsworth wrote the Barefoot Boy and 

! 
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Lord Byron was the son of an heiress and a 
drunken man. 

Wm. Wadsworth wrote the Barefoot Boy and 
Imitations on Immortality. 

Gibbon wrote a history of his travels in Italy. 
This was original. 

George Eliot left a wife and children who 
mourned greatly for his genius. 

George Eliot Miss Mary Evans Mrs. Cross 
Mrs. Lewis was the greatest female poet unless 
George Sands is made an exception of. 

Bulwell is considered a good writer. 

Sir Walter Scott Charles Bronte Alfred the 
Great and Johnson were the first great novelists. 

Thomas Babington Makorlay graduated at Har- 
vard and then studied law, he was raised to the 
peerage as baron in 1557 and died in 1776. 

Here are two or three miscellaneous facts 
that may be of value, if taken in modera- 
tion : 

Homer's writings are Homer's Essays Virgil 
the Aneid and Paradise lost some people say that 
these poems were not written by Homer but by 
another man of the same name. 

A sort of sadness kind of shone in Bryant's 
poems. 

Holmes is a very profligate and amusing writer. 

When the public-school pupil wrestles 
with the political features of the great 
Republic, they throw him sometimes : 
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A bill becomes a law when the president vetos 
it. 

The three departments of the government is 
the President rules the world, the governor roles 
the State, the mayor rules the city. 

The first conscientious Congress met in Phila- 
delphia. 

The Constitution of the United States was 
established to ensure domestic hostility. 

Truth crushed to earth will rise again. 
As follows : 

The Constitution of the United States is that 
part of the book at the end which nobody reads. 

And here she rises once more and un- 
timely. There should be a limit to public- 
school instruction; it cannot be wise or 
well to let the young find out everything : 

Congress is divided into civilized half civilized 
and savage. 

Here are some results of study in music 
and oratory : 

An interval in music is the distance on the key- 
board from one piano to the next. 

A rest means you are not to sing it. 

Emphasis is putting more distress on one word 
than another. 

The chapter on " Physiology " contains 
much that ought not to be lost to science : 
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Physillogigy is to study about your bones stum- 
mick and vertebry. 

Occupations which are injurious to health are 
carbolic acid gas which is impure blood. 

We have an upper and a lower skin. The lower 
skin moves all the time and the upper skin moves 
when we do. 

The body is mostly composed of water and 
about one half is avaricious tissue. 

The stomach is a small pear-shaped bone situ- 
ated in the body. 

The gastric juice keeps the bones from creaking. 

The Chyle flows up the middle of the backbone 
and reaches the heart where'it meets the oxygen 
and is purified. 

The salivary glands are used to salivate the 
body. 

In the stomach starch is changed to cane sugar 
and cane sugar to sugar cane. 

The olfactory nerve enters the cavity of the 
orbit and is developed into the special sense of 
hearing 

The growth of a tooth begins in the back of the 
mouth and extends to the stomach. 

If we were on a railroad track and a train was 
coming the train would deafen our ears so that 
we couldn't see to get off the track. 

If, up to this point, none of my quota- 
tions have added flavor to the Johnsonian 
anecdote at the head of this article, let us 
make another attempt : 

The theory that intuitive truths are discovered 
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by the light of nature originated from St. John's 
interpretation of a passage in the Gospel of Plato. 

The weight of the earth is found by comparing 
a mass of known lead with that of a mass of un- 
known lead. 

To find the weight of the earth take the length 
of a degree on a meridian and multiply by 62^ 
pounds 

The spheres are to each other as the squares of 
their homologous sides. 

A body wUl go just as far in the first second as 
the body will go plus the force of grayity and 
that's equal to twice what the body will go. 

Specific gravity is the weight to be compared 
weight of an equal volumn of or that is the weight 
of a body compared with the weight of an equal 
Yolumn. 

The law of fluid pressure divide the different 
forms of organized bodies by the form of attrac- 
tion and the number increased will be the form. 

Inertia is that proberty of bodies by virtue of 
which it cannot change its own condition of rest 
or motion. In other words it is the negative 
quality of passiveness either in recoverable latency 
or insipient latescence. 

If a laugh is fair here, not the struggling 
child, nor the unintelligent teacher, — or 
rather the unintelligent Boards, Committees, 
and Trustee?, — are the proper target for it. 
All through this little book one detects the 
signs of a certain probable fact — that a 
large part of the pupil's " instruction " con- 
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sists in cramming him with obscure and 
wordy ** rules" which he does not under- 
stand and has no time to understand. It 
would be as useful to cram him with brick- 
bats ; they would at least stay. In a town 
in the interior of New York, a few days ago, 
a gentleman set forth a mathematical prob- 
lem and proposed to give a prize to every 
public-school pupil who should furnish the 
correct solution of it. Twenty-two of the 
brightest boys in the public schools entered 
the contest. The problem was not a very 
difficult one for pupils of their mathematical 
rank and standing, yet they all failed — by 
a hair — through one trifling mistake or an- 
other. Some searching questions were 
asked, when it turned out that these lads 
were as glib as parrots with the *' rules," but 
could not reason out a single rule or explain 
the principle underlying it. Their memories 
had been stocked, but not their understand- 
ings. It was a case of brickbat culture, pure 
and simple. 

There are several curious " compositions " 
in the little book, and we must make room 
for one. It is full of naivete, brutal truth, 
and unembarrassed directness, and is the 
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funniest (geauine) boy's compositioa I think 
I have ever seen : 

ON GIRLS. 

Girls are very stuckup and dignefied in their 
manner and be have your. They think more of 
dress than anything and like to play with dovU 
and rags, l^ey cry if they see a cow in a far 
distance and are atraid of gans. They stay at 
home all the time and go to church on Sanday. 
They are al-ways sick. They are al-ways fany 
and making fun of boy's hands and they say how 
dirty. They cant play marbles. I pity them poor 
things. They make fun of boys and then turn 
round and love them I dont beleave they ever 
kiled a cat or anything. They look out every 
nite and say oh ant the moon lovely. Thir is one 
thing I have not told and that is they al-ways now 
their lessons bettern boys. 

From Mr. Edward Ghanning's recent arti- 
cle iu ^' Science *" : 

The marked difference between the books now 
being produced by French, English, and American 
travelers, on the one hand, and German explorers 
on the other, is too great to escape attention. 
That difference is due entirely to the fact that in 
school and university the German is taught, in the 
first place to see, and in the second place to un- 
derstand what he does see. 

Mark Twain. 



New Publications. 

ft\y BooH i^^eord ai)d (^uide. 

This book has been indorsed by all literary 
publications and educational teachers as the 
one book to assist book lovers or any reader 
of books to keep a record of books read, 
recommended, wanted, and loaned. It also 
contains a list of of the best 600 books worth 
reading. Handsomely bound in cloth, 192 

Pages Price SI. 00 

pui)i>y ^itapl^s. 

By ARTHUR WENTWORTH EATON. 

Thifr collection comprises an assortment of 
quaint and funny epitaphs selected from the 
mjmy thousands of such from cemeteries all 
over the world. A unique book. Hand- 
somely bound in cloth. . . PriC6 75c. 

yi?c fribupe pri/ner. 

By EUGENE FIELD. 

His first book, published in 1882, of which 
only 50 copies were printed, a copy recently 
sold at $125.00. We have now ready a 
special edition, printed on fine laid paper, 
deckled edge, bound in artistic cloth. 

Price 25c. 

For sale by all Booksellers or sent post-paid on 
receipt of price, 

THE MUTUAL BOOK CO-, 
79 Franklifi Street, ^ Boston, Mass* 
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